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WE ARE ALSO SENSITIVE
TO THEOLOGICAL HYPOCRISY
AND SELECTIVELY

APPLIED DOCTRINE.
BIBLICAL SEXUAL ETHICS
ARE CITED TO OPPOSE
SAME-SEX MARRIAGE,

BUT IGNORED ON OTHER
MATTERS LIKE DIVORCE

OR COHABITATION

BEFORE MARRIAGE.

THE INAGO DEI IS
CORRECTLY INVOKED TO
ADVOCATE AGAINST THE
CULTURAL SYSTEM OF ABORTION,
BUT NOT TO FIGHT RACISH.
MANY IN GEN Z RECOGNIZE
THAT LIVING FAITHFULLY
REQUIRES APPLYING
SCRIPTURE CONSISTENTLY,
EVEN IF IT CONFLICTS
WITH YOUR POLITICAL ALIGNMENT.
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WHEN CHRISTIANS ARE KNOWN
MORE FOR JUDGMENT THAN LOVE

Judgment and love are both part of God's character.
But today, many Christians are more defined by
judgment than love. Of course, the culture around
us has warped definitions of both. There are biblical
commands that appear judgmental to our culture,
but are truly loving. Challenging a brother or sister
when they're in sin may appear judgmental but
ultimately results in life for them—which is loving.
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OUR SECULAR CULTURE'S DISTORTED,

SMALL VISION OF LOVE IS ACTUALLY

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR US TO MORE ROBUSTLY
LIVE OUT BIBLICAL GRACE AND LOVE,

EVEN AS WE DON'T COMPROMISE ON TRUTH

AND HOLINESS. ACCUSATIONS THAT CHRISTIANITY
IS "TOO JUDGMENTAL" SHOULD BE EXPECTED
TO SOME DEGREE—THE BIBLE'S MORAL DEMANDS
WILL ALWAYS COME ACROSS THAT WAY TO SOME
—BUT MY GENERATION'S HOPE IS THAT A
REPUTATION OF RADICAL, CHRISTLIKE LOVE
WOULD ALSO DEFINE OUR FAITH AND

ATTRACT UNBELIEVERS.
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WHEN CHRISTIANS AREN‘T
SERIOUS THINKERS

At a time when careful, critical thinking is generally
on the decline and intellectually lazy behavior is on
the rise, Christians sadly have a reputation for being
among the worst offenders. Evangelical Christians
are particularly adept at avoiding expert advice they
don't like, all the while participating, knowingly or
unknowing]

misinformation campaigns. T}
just one byproduct of a frustrating larger trend:
a distrust of academia and intellectual life generally.
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THIS IS FRUSTRATING NOT BECAUSE ACADEMIA

IS THE ULTIMATE TRUTH, BUT BECAUSE GOD IS
PSALM 19:7). AS BELIEVERS IN THE GOD OF TRUTH,
CHRISTIANS SHOULD BE THE MOST INTELLECTUALLY

VIBRANT. WE HAVE THE RESOURCES TO DO THAT.

WITH SCRIPTURE AS OUR SOLID FOUNDATION,
CHRISTIANS OUGHT TO BE THE MOST INTELLECTUALLY

CURIOUS THINKERS AND CULTURE-MAKERS IN THE

WORLD. WE SHOULD VALUE LEARNING AND EDUCATION
—NOT FOR OUR GLORY, BUT FOR GOD'S.
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] Mhat should older Christians

know about Generation Z in
order to best disciple them
and reach them with the gospel?
I'm just one member of this
eneration (born between
1997-2012)—which is not a
monolith. But it might be
helpful to share a few aspects
f contemporary evangelical
+ culture that generally bother
© my generation. Here are five.
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WHEN PARTISAN POLITICS
RESHAPE FAITH

We have grown increasingly weary of the meshing
of politics and the evangelical faith. Often our
parents and grandparents vill question our
Christian orthodoxy if we don't align fully with
their political affliations. When we shit slightly to
the right or the left, our faith is often assumed to
be endangered. Many in my generation do not
wish to be identified as conservative or liberal as
much as Christlike. That's why many of us joined
the 35 percent of people under 30 in voting
independent in the 2020 general election.

This approach is sometimes considered “innocent”
or “naive," but for many Gen Z Christians it's the
most reasonable and biblical choice.
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WHEN APOLOGETICS
OUTHEIGHS RELATIONSHIPS

Christian apologatics is important. Its vital we
know why we believe what we believe, and why
those beliefs are reasonable. But many in Gen Z
have seen apologatics weaponized against
nonbelievers. In many of my friendships with
nonbelievers, apologetics became a valuable tool
after a relational connection formed. Should we still
be prepared to go toe to toe with Richard Dawkins
if he wants to debate Christianity? Absolutely
What we know shouldn't change, but perhaps the
tone and timing of how we talk about it should.
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WHEN CHRISTIANS DON'T
LIVE WHAT THEY BELIEVE

We felt this acutely during the 2020 general
election. We were faced with two presidential
candidates who, whether in character or policy,
reflected decidedly immoral and un-Christian
values. Yet many Christians looked the other
way or found ways to defend their favored
candidate. My generation is hyper-sensitive

10 hypocrisy, and we saw it all around us.





